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14000 Church Place Sunday Service: 9:30 AM 
Seal Beach, CA 90740-5307 562-431-2503 

 
August 23, 2026 

13th Sunday After Pentecost 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OPENING ANNOUNCEMENTS — Rev. Johan Dodge 
Good Morning and Welcome to Worship! Worship is often the first place that 
new people come into contact with this growing community of faith. And so, 
if you are joining us for the first time, I say to you what is said every Sunday: 
You are welcome here. Here is a place where all are welcome. For such is 
the love of God for God’s Very Good Creation. 
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[please stand as you are able] 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP: Doxology 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY — Jeanette Williams 

Loving God, as we turn to the words of love you have inspired, we look for 
the light in these words and in your Spirit, we seek guidance for bring that 
light into the world, manifesting your love in physical ways and that change 
the lives of those in need around us. May we hear your words of love now. 
Amen. 
 

HYMN: “God Will Take Care of You” 
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[please be seated] 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION — Rev. Johan Dodge 

God of all, thank you for hearing these prayers: For the human family with 
whom we share this world — those closest to us and those whose names 
we will never know —  
We give you thanks and ask your help in living into our identity as 
your children.  
 
For the world we share with all creation — the plants and animals we see 
each day and the wilderness we have never seen —  
We give you thanks and ask for your help in living into our identity as 
stewards of your earth. 
 
For local, national, and international leaders — those whose policies we 
appreciate and those with whom we struggle —  
We give you thanks and ask that you be at their side, guiding them to 
act in justice and mercy.  
 
Hear the prayers we lift in silence or out loud in this moment. For the joys 
and concerns that occupy our thoughts today — those we name aloud and 
those we ponder inwardly —  
 

[You are invited to name individuals or situations either to yourself or out loud.] 
 

Amen. 
 

We give you thanks and ask that you would be at their side, guiding 
them to recognize that their help is in the name of God who called 
forth order from chaos. Amen. 
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[please stand as you are able] 

 
HYMN: “Amazing Grace” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[please be seated] 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION — Jeanette Williams 

Ever-present God, whose compassion embraces everyone, give us your 
words of life that our hearts may increase in your way of love as we turn to 
your word together. Amen. 
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SCRIPTURE — Jeanette Williams 
Romans 12:1-8 
1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, 
to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which 
is your reasonable act of worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this age, but be 
transformed by the renewing of the mind, so that you may discern what is the 
will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. 3 For by the grace 
given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly 
than you ought to think but to think with sober judgment, each according to 
the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we have 
many members and not all the members have the same function, 5 so we, 
who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one 
of another. 6 We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: 
prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7 ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in 
teaching; 8 the encourager, in encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; the 
leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 
 
Matthew 16:13-23 
13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, 
“Some say John the Baptist but others Elijah and still others Jeremiah or one 
of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon 
Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17 And 
Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and 
blood has not revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you, 
you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades 
will not prevail against it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, 
and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you 
loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he sternly ordered the 
disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 21 From that time on, 
Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo 
great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes and be 
killed and on the third day be raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and began to 
rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” 
23 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a 
hindrance to me, for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on 
human things.” 

 
MESSAGE: “Upside Down” — Rev. Johan Dodge 
 
QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION — Rev. Johan Dodge 

When have you succeeded in resisting the forces that seek to conform us to 
this world? Where have you experienced the Spirit guiding you to turn the world 
upside down? Where have you succeeded? What might it take for you to 
succeed where you have previously failed? How might we as a community work 
to overturn this world and turn the world into God’s Kindom? 



 6 

REFLECTION: “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” — John Fluker, pianist 
(playing his own arrangement) 

 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING — Jeanette Williams 

Siblings, God has blessed us with many gifts and Jesus has shown us in the 
way of love that these gifts are not ours alone. Let us then dedicate our lives 
and our gifts to the way of Jesus. 

 
[Ushers, please come forward]  

 
OFFERTORY: “Sing a New Song” — Dave Albulario, tenor 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING — Jeanette Williams 

Gracious God, we thank you for the gifts that you have given to us to 
share: prophetic acts of service, teaching and leading, encouragement, 
diligence, and cheerfulness, giving without strings attached. Increase 
our generosity, compassion, and prophetic courage so that we may 
continue to be your body in and for the world. Amen. 

 
[please stand as you are able]  

 
HYMN: “Let There Be Peace on Earth” 
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BLESSING — Rev. Johan Dodge 

May God who restores, Christ who calls, and the Spirit who empowers 
remind us that we are called to be one body in Christ and we do not walk or 
work alone. May we experience the presence and power of God’s love as 
we go out together to turn this self-focused world upside down. Amen. 

 
SENDING FORTH: “Blest Be the Tie that Binds” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Music Team:  Dave Albulario, Tenor/Music Dir. Jennifer Rudy, Soprano 
 John Fluker, Pianist Hannah Yi, Pianist 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS: 
 

Families in Grief – Please continue to pray for families grieving loss: 
 

!  Don Cole  !  Noemi Albulario  !  Linda Hildreth  !  Jim Dimos  !  Matti Kline 
! Richard Keller, Patty Jo Schmitz’s son  !  Ace, Doris Smith’s son-in-law 

 
Prince Pierson – Prayers of healing for Prince Pierson who has been unable to 
attend church due to sores on his feet that are slow to heal. His wife, Lorna is 
caring for him at home. They miss their friends at LWCC. 
 
Marina Tesla – Marina Tesla is recovering from back surgery and is in treatment 
for other health issues. Prayers for healing and speedy recovery.  
 
Lewis Hildreth – Prayers for continued good care for Lewis at Home on Cascade. 
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NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

FLOWERS & FELLOWSHIP: Today’s ! flowers are provided by Betty Ku. 
Today’s " Fellowship refreshments are provided by Trent Chin. See the sign-up 
charts to provide refreshments or cover the cost of altar flowers for future services. 
Altar flowers are $25. See Phyllis Spencer to coordinate arrangements. 
 
 

IMPORTANT LWCC MEMBERSHIP SESSION COMING UP: 
 
LWCC MEMBERSHIP COFFEE WITH PASTOR: This Thursday, August 27th at 
10:00 AM, those becoming regular members of Community Church this season 
are asked to meet with Pastor Johan during our weekly “Coffee with Pastor” time. 
All are welcome for a relaxed time of conversation over coffee or tea.  
 
 
RECENT LWCC WORSHIP ATTENDANCE: 

July 26th: 37   |   August 2nd: 34   |   August 9th: 33   |   August 16th: 39 
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