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14000 Church Place Sunday Service: 9:30 AM 
Seal Beach, CA 90740-5307 562-431-2503 

 
August 9, 2026 

11th Sunday After Pentecost 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OPENING ANNOUNCEMENTS — Rev. Johan Dodge 
Good Morning and Welcome to Worship! Worship is often the first place that 
new people come into contact with this growing community of faith. And so, 
if you are joining us for the first time, I say to you what is said every Sunday: 
You are welcome here. Here is a place where all are welcome. For such is 
the love of God for God’s Very Good Creation. 
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[please stand as you are able] 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP: Doxology 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY: “The Prayer of Jesus” — Phyllis Spencer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;  
Thy kindom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kindom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
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HYMN: “In Christ There Is No East or West” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[please be seated] 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION — Rev. Johan Dodge 
God of favor and purpose, you have directed us to our destiny. You are with 
us in our deepest pain, fear, and bewilderment. You hear our cry when 
others turn a deaf ear and a cold heart. You lift us from the depths of 
discouragement and walk with us over the troubled waters of life.  
 
We come to you now with the confidence of children loved by their family.  
Clothe us with your favor and love; inspire us with dreams from you. 
 
For the family of God, our siblings who have turned to your way around the 
world.  
Clothe us with your favor and love; inspire us with dreams from you. 
 
For your church to fulfill its mission in the world, showing mercy, proclaiming 
your good news. 
Clothe us with your favor and love; inspire us with dreams from you. 
 
For peace and order to permeate your creation, responding to your loving 
guidance. 
Clothe us with your favor and love; inspire us with dreams from you. 
 
For reconciliation among families, factions, and nations living in envy and 
conflict. 
Clothe us with your favor and love; inspire us with dreams from you. 
 
For those betrayed, beaten, thrown down, or abandoned, those in bondage, 
fear, or distress. 
Clothe us with your favor and love; inspire us with dreams from you. 
 
For those who have crossed before us into the life that is to come. 
Clothe us with your favor and love; inspire us with dreams from you. 
 
Hold us up when we falter in the storms of life, and bring us safely to your 
promised place of rest and release. We pray it all in the name of Jesus who 
in your Spirit continues to show us the way. Amen. 
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[please stand as you are able] 
 
HYMN: “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[please be seated] 



 6 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION — Virginia Olejnik 
Ever-Present God, your word is very near, on our lips and in our hearts. As this 
Word is read and proclaimed, by the power of your Holy Spirit, make it become 
in us the word of faith. Then send us in joy to bring this word to others who also 
need the good news of your way of love. Amen. 

 
SCRIPTURE — Virginia Olejnik 

Romans 10:5-15 
5 Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the 
person who does these things will live by them.” 6 But the righteousness that 
comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ 
” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, 
to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it say? 
 

“The word is near you,  
    in your mouth and in your heart” 

 

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim), 9 because if you confess with your 
mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the 
dead, you will be saved. 10 For one believes with the heart, leading to 
righteousness, and one confesses with the mouth, leading to salvation. 11 The 
scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” 12 For there is 
no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is 
generous to all who call on him. 13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the 
Lord shall be saved.” 
 

14 But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are 
they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear 
without someone to proclaim him? 15 And how are they to proclaim him unless 
they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring 
good news!” 
 
Matthew 14:22-33 
22 Immediately he made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the 
other side, while he dismissed the crowds. 23 And after he had dismissed the 
crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he 
was there alone, 24 but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from 
the land, for the wind was against them. 25 And early in the morning he came 
walking toward them on the sea. 26 But when the disciples saw him walking on 
the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 
27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be 
afraid.” 
 

28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the 
water.” 29 He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the 
water, and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he noticed the strong wind, he 
became frightened, and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31Jesus 
immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little 
faith, why did you doubt?” 32 When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 
33 And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 
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MESSAGE: “Bring the Good News” — Rev. Johan Dodge 
 
QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION — Rev. Johan Dodge 

What does it mean to bring the good news today? What are the obstacles to 
bringing the good news? What brings you doubt or fear? 

 
REFLECTION: “Pie Jesu” — John Fluker, pianist 
 
HOLY COMMUNION FOR THE SEASON AFTER PENTECTOST: 

We offer both white and red grape juice. If you are afraid of spilling red 
grape juice, a limited number of cups with white grape juice are provided. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION — Rev. Johan Dodge 
Here at Community Church, we celebrate “Open Communion.” Anyone who 
wishes to commune may come to God’s Table. You do not have to be 
sinless; God forgives you. You do not have to be perfect; God encourages 
you to grow. You need not belong to any church; God invites all people to 
this meal. It is enough to love and follow God with all your heart. This is what 
God asks us to do. Come to God’s Table in faith this day. Go from this place 
to live and never be the same again. Let us commune as siblings in Christ. 
 
God is in you. We are in God. 
 

Lift up your hearts. We lift up our hearts in love. 
 

Let us give thanks to the 
Source of all love. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
[Ushers, please come forward and distribute the elements] 

 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks 
to you. Almighty God, creator of heaven and earth, you formed us in your 
image and breathed into us the breath of life. When we turned away, and 
our love failed, your love remained steadfast. You delivered us from 
captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God, and spoke to us through 
your prophets, who looked for that day when justice shall roll down like 
waters and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream, when nation shall not 
lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore. And so, 
with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy are you and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. Your Spirit anointed him 
to preach good news to the poor, to proclaim release to the captives and 
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 
and to announce that the time had come when you would save your people. 
He healed the sick, fed the hungry, and ate with sinners. 
 
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection you gave birth to 
your Church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and made with us a 
new covenant by water and the Spirit. 
 
At his ascension you exalted him to sit and reign with you at your right hand. 
 
On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks 
to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: “Take, eat; we are 
one body as we share in the bread together. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 
When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his 
disciples, and said: “Drink from this, all of you; this is the cup of the new 
covenant, an ongoing sign of God’s love for you and all of God’s very good 
creation. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 
On the day you raised him from the dead he was recognized by his disciples in 
the breaking of the bread, and in the power of your Holy Spirit your Church has 
continued in the breaking of the bread and sharing of the cup. 
 
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer 
ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with 
Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread 
and fruit of the vine. Make them be for us the symbols of your love and 
desire for us to be your body knit together to build the new creation, your 
preferred future for us. 
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By your Spirit help the body of Christ be one. Help the left hand and the right 
hand work as one in ministry to all the world. Help the eyes and the ears 
sense your present and coming kin-dom. Bring the blessing of the diversity 
of the body to bear fruit until Christ comes in final victory and we feast at his 
heavenly banquet. 
 
Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy church, all 
honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF THE BREAD: 
Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all 
partake of the one loaf. 
 
THE SHARING OF THE CUP: 
The bread which we have eaten is a sharing in the bread of Christ. The cup 
over which we give thanks is the sharing in the cup of Christ. 
 
UNISON PRAYER: 
Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you 
have given yourself to us. Grant that we may go into the world in the 
strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for others, in the name of 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING — Virginia Olejnik 

Because God cares for all without distinction and is generous to all beyond 
measure, so we, God’s people, are to care for all with generosity and 
gladness. We bring our offerings to be used for God’s good purposes in the 
church and in the world. Amen. 

 
[Ushers, please come forward]  

 
OFFERTORY: “Brand New Day” — Chris Wade, baritone 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING — Virginia Olejnik 

Generous God, we thank you for your call and claim upon our lives. 
Because there is so much more we can become, and so much more we 
can do, we pray that our faith will increase; that our practice of generosity 
will be enlarged; and that our joy in believing will encourage others as we 
share with them the good news of Jesus Christ; in whose name we pray. 
Amen. 
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[please stand as you are able]  

 
HYMN: “Let There Be Peace on Earth” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BLESSING — Rev. Johan Dodge 

May the steadfast love and faithfulness of God, surround you; the peace of 
Christ and fold you; and the Holy Spirit encourage you, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING FORTH: “Blest Be the Tie that Binds” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Music Team: Chris Wade, Baritone Emeritus Jennifer Rudy, Soprano 
 John Fluker, Pianist  Hannah Yi, Pianist 
  Dave Albulario, Tenor/Music Dir. 
 
NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
FLOWERS & FELLOWSHIP: Today’s ! flowers and " Fellowship refreshments 
are provided by Fred & Wilma Wind. See the sign-up charts to provide 
refreshments or cover the cost of altar flowers for future services. Altar flowers are 
$25. See Phyllis Spencer to coordinate arrangements. 
 
 

IMPORTANT LWCC MEMBERSHIP SESSION COMING UP: 
 
LWCC MEMBERSHIP COFFEE WITH PASTOR: This THURSDAY, August 13th 
at 10:00 AM, those becoming regular members of Community Church this season 
are asked to meet with Pastor Johan during our weekly “Coffee with Pastor” time. 
All are welcome for a relaxed time of conversation over coffee or tea.  
 
 
RECENT LWCC WORSHIP ATTENDANCE: 

July 12th: 37   |   July 19th: 34   |   July 26th: 37   |   August 2nd: 34 
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