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OPENING ANNOUNCEMENTS — Rev. Johan Dodge 
Good Morning and Welcome to Worship! Worship is often the first place that 
new people come into contact with this growing community of faith. And so, 
if you are joining us for the first time, I say to you what is said every Sunday: 
You are welcome here. Here is a place where all are welcome. For such is 
the love of God for God’s Very Good Creation. 
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[please stand as you are able] 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP: Doxology 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY — Phyllis Spencer 

Author of Life, you cast your glory all around us; you reveal yourself in 
ancient stories and the give-and-take of everyday life. By the power of 
your Spirit call us together to be one body, one heart sharing your 
mind with an eye for how we might draw the world around us into your 
way of love. Amen. 

 
HYMN: “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
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Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
Tune: NETTLETON

by John Wyeth
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[please be seated] 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION — Rev. Johan Dodge 

Compassionate God, you reveal the way of love that binds us together into 
your body at work in this world. We come to you today from many places: 
some hearts overflow with joy and gratitude, others are barely hanging on to 
hope and faith. For some, this is an ordinary morning; for others, every step 
feels fragile. Holy One, meet us where we are and bind us to each other, that 
in the community of your love we might discover our wholeness.  
God of life, we come to you from many places knowing you are the love 
that brings us and binds us.  
 
Author of time, we ask your blessing on our work and our rest: in jobs that feed 
our souls and in jobs that do not satisfy, in volunteer service and routine daily 
tasks, in long hours of caregiving and in hours we do not know how to fill — 
Come to us and show us how to give ourselves to your way of love.  
God of life, we come to you from many places knowing you are the love 
that brings us and binds us.  
 
God of all creation, enlarge the circles of our concern. Teach us to care for 
siblings whose names we will never know: those whose challenges are 
daunting, though their needs are like our own. Teach us to care for the earth 
on whose gifts we depend.  
God of life, we come to you from many places knowing you are the love 
that brings us and binds us. Amen. 
 

[please stand as you are able] 
 
HYMN: “Just a Closer Walk with Thee” 
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[please be seated] 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION — Phyllis Spencer 

Ever-present God, in this moment of stillness, wash us clean of our 
presumptions. Receive us as your weary children. Then, by the power of 
your Spirit, bless us with a word that revives. This we pray in the name of 
Jesus, your living Word. Amen. 

 
SCRIPTURE — Phyllis Spencer 

Romans 7:15-25a 
15 I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do 
the very thing I hate. 16 Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is 
good. 17 But in fact it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me. 
18 For I know that the good does not dwell within me, that is, in my flesh. For 
the desire to do the good lies close at hand, but not the ability. 19 For I do not 
do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. 20 Now if I do what 
I do not want, it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me. 
21 So I find it to be a law that, when I want to do what is good, evil lies close 
at hand. 22 For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, 23 but I see in my 
members another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to 
the law of sin that dwells in my members. 24 Wretched person that I am! Who 
will rescue me from this body of death? 25 Thanks be to God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord! 
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Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
16 “But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the 
marketplaces and calling to one another, 17 ‘We played the flute for you, and 
you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 18 “For John came 
neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 19 the Son of 
Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a 
drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by 
her deeds.” 
 
25 At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and 
have revealed them to infants; 26 yes, Father, for such was your gracious 
will. 27 All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one 
knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the 
Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 28 “Come to me, all 
you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 
29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in 
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my 
burden is light.” 

 
MESSAGE: “Mission: Critical” — Rev. Johan Dodge 
 
QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION — Rev. Johan Dodge 

What are you holding that isn’t yours to carry? What work are you doing that 
isn’t yours to do? Where might God be calling you to a more well-fitted yoke? 

 
REFLECTION: “It Is Well with My Soul” — Clydene Jackson, visiting pianist 
 
HOLY COMMUNION FOR THE SEASON AFTER PENTECTOST: 

We offer both white and red grape juice. If you are afraid of spilling red 
grape juice, a limited number of cups with white grape juice are provided. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION — Rev. Johan Dodge 
Here at Community Church, we celebrate “Open Communion.” Anyone who 
wishes to commune may come to God’s Table. You do not have to be 
sinless; God forgives you. You do not have to be perfect; God encourages 
you to grow. You need not belong to any church; God invites all people to 
this meal. It is enough to love and follow God with all your heart. This is what 
God asks us to do. Come to God’s Table in faith this day. Go from this place 
to live and never be the same again. Let us commune as siblings in Christ. 
 
God is in you. We are in God. 
 

Lift up your hearts. We lift up our hearts in love. 
 

Let us give thanks to the 
Source of all love. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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[Ushers, please come forward and distribute the elements] 

 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks 
to you. Almighty God, creator of heaven and earth, you formed us in your 
image and breathed into us the breath of life. When we turned away, and 
our love failed, your love remained steadfast. You delivered us from 
captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God, and spoke to us through 
your prophets, who looked for that day when justice shall roll down like 
waters and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream, when nation shall not 
lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore. And so, 
with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Holy are you and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. Your Spirit anointed him 
to preach good news to the poor, to proclaim release to the captives and 
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 
and to announce that the time had come when you would save your people. 

He healed the sick, fed the hungry, and ate with sinners. 

By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection you gave birth to 
your Church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and made with us a 
new covenant by water and the Spirit. 

At his ascension you exalted him to sit and reign with you at your right hand. 

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks 
to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: “Take, eat; we are 
one body as we share in the bread together. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
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Transcribed and Adapted by David Albulario, for Leisure World Community Church, Seal Beach, California
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When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his 
disciples, and said: “Drink from this, all of you; this is the cup of the new 
covenant, an ongoing sign of God’s love for you and all of God’s very good 
creation. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

On the day you raised him from the dead he was recognized by his disciples in 
the breaking of the bread, and in the power of your Holy Spirit your Church has 
continued in the breaking of the bread and sharing of the cup. 

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer 
ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with 
Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 
 
 
 
 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread 
and fruit of the vine. Make them be for us the symbols of your love and 
desire for us to be your body knit together to build the new creation, your 
preferred future for us. 

By your Spirit help the body of Christ be one. Help the left hand and the right 
hand work as one in ministry to all the world. Help the eyes and the ears 
sense your present and coming kin-dom. Bring the blessing of the diversity 
of the body to bear fruit until Christ comes in final victory and we feast at his 
heavenly banquet. 

Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy church, all 
honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF THE BREAD: 
Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all 
partake of the one loaf. 
 
THE SHARING OF THE CUP: 
The bread which we have eaten is a sharing in the bread of Christ. The cup 
over which we give thanks is the sharing in the cup of Christ. 
 
UNISON PRAYER: 
Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you 
have given yourself to us. Grant that we may go into the world in the 
strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for others, in the name of 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO THE OFFERING — Phyllis Spencer 
Siblings in Christ, let us show our thanksgiving for God’s way of love that 
knits us together in love by giving to support our shared ministry. 

 

[Ushers, please come forward]  
 

OFFERTORY: “Supper of God’s Love” — David Albulario, tenor 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING — Phyllis Spencer 

Gracious Creator, you have laced our lives with blessing. As we present 
these gifts may they be a sign that we are turning our lives over to your 
way of love. May your love gather and bind us into your bold and loving 
people, willing to go forward in love wherever your Spirit leads us to 
confront and comfort the world. Amen. 

 

[please stand as you are able]  
 

HYMN: “Let There Be Peace on Earth” 
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BLESSING — Rev. Johan Dodge 

May the God who brings good from broken desires, the Christ who shares 
his yoke with us, the Spirit who breaths her wisdom in you our hearts sustain 
and guide us this day and every day. Amen. 

 
SENDING FORTH: “Blest Be the Tie that Binds” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music Team: Dave Albulario, Tenor / Music Dir.  Jennifer Rudy, Soprano 
 Clydene Jackson, Visiting Pianist John Fluker, Pianist 
  Hannah Yi, Pianist 
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Let There Be Peace on Earth

Music & Words by
SY MILLER and JILL JACKSON

Transcribed for Leisure World Community Church by David Albulario
with hope for peace and refuge for the people of Ukraine, the Middle East, and for all the World
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PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

Jim Dimos – Jim has settled into his new surroundings at A Faithful Home in 
Rossmoor. Lois takes him for a wheelchair stroll every evening. Prayers for 
strength and an increase in appetite. He has a cheerful attitude, and his 
medications are working. He happily welcomes visitors at: 

A Faithful Home, 2851 Bostonian Drive, Los Alamitos, CA. 
 
Noemi Albulario – Please continue praying for Dave, Renée, Art, Michael, and 
their large, extended family, as they mourn the loss of their dear mother. We pray 
also for Noemi – may her loving life shine in our hearts and may she rest 
peacefully in eternity.  
 
 
NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
 

FLOWERS & FELLOWSHIP: Today’s ! flowers are provided by the Fellowship 
Team. Fellowship refreshments are provided by everyone who contributed to 
Noemi Albulario’s Memorial Celebration – thank you for your generosity! See the 
sign-up charts for 2026 to provide refreshments or cover the cost of altar flowers 
for future services. Altar flowers are $25. See Phyllis Spencer to coordinate 
arrangements. 
 
 
IMPORTANT LWCC MEMBERSHIP SESSIONS COMING UP: 

 
LWCC MEMBERSHIP Q&A: This Wednesday, JULY 8th at 1:00 PM, Pastor 
Johan will host a one-hour Question and Answer session for all those who wish to 
learn about becoming a regular member of Community Church. All are welcome, 
and those wishing to join should remain for the …  
 
LWCC MEMBERSHIP CLASS: Immediately following the Q&A session this 
Wednesday, JULY 8th at 2:00 PM, Pastor Johan will meet with those interested in 
becoming regular members of LWCC.  
 
 
COFFEE WITH PASTOR: ☕ On Thursday, JULY 9th at 10 AM, join us for “Coffee 
with Pastor.” Every Thursday, we invite you to join Pastor Johan and other 
members of our congregation for a relaxed time to discuss any questions you may 
have, current events, or just to get something off your chest. Come share coffee & 
conversation.  
 
RECENT LWCC WORSHIP ATTENDANCE: 

May 31st: 35   |   June 7th: 40   |   June 14th: 38   |   June 21st: 38   |   June 28th: 34 
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Yosemite Falls, Yosemite National Park, California 
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Notes from the Service

GPS

My Prayers this week: 
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 Prayer Journal

Use this prayer in your time with God each day.

Household Prayer: Morning

As the darkness recedes, open my eyes to the gift of this 
day; help me to trust you with all that it will hold. In the 
hours to come, as my plans are interrupted, tune my ear to 
the sound of your voice, my eye to the movement of your 
Spirit, my heart to the strength of your desire, that I might 
glimpse your hidden graces and be strengthened in your 
service, for I would be your hands and your feet in the 
world today. Amen. 

Consider The Upper Room Daily Devotional 
as a resource for Midday Prayer.  

Household Prayer: Evening 

Merciful God, I come weary, grateful for the chance to 
meet you in the silence, eager to be washed again in your 
claim. Lift from me the burdens I do not easily yield. In your 
gracious provision, fit me with a better yoke that I might 
rest as a child secure and rise with a teachable spirit. 
Amen. 


