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OPENING ANNOUNCEMENTS — Rev. Johan Dodge
Good Morning and Welcome to Worship! Worship is often the first place that
new people come into contact with this growing community of faith. And so,
if you are joining us for the first time, | say to you what is said every Sunday:
You are welcome here. Here is a place where all are welcome. For such is
the love of God for God’s Very Good Creation.



CALL TO WORSHIP: Doxology for Christmastide (“O Tannenbaum / O Christmas Tree”)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY: “The Prayer of Jesus” — Lois Dimos
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name;
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Thy kin-dom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we

forgive those who trespass against us;

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kin-dom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
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HYMN CAROL: “All Glory Be to Christ” (“Auld Lang Syne”)

[please be seated]
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(1)Un - less our God does raise the house, in___ vain its build - ers strive.
A mist that va - ni - shes at dawn: All__ glo - ry be to  Christ!
(2.) Who is  the Source of all  things good: Praise to our God of Ilove.
We'll take a cup— of kind - ness yet: All_ glo - ry be to  Christ!
(3.) The Christ who came for peace and love is___ mak - ing all things new.
And we shall eer__ God's peo - ple be: AL1_< glo - ry be to Christ!
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All glo - ry be__ and heav - en ring! All glo - ry be to  Christ!
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION — Rev. Johan Dodge
[A time of silence is kept after each petition.]

God of steadfast love, as we begin this new year, we remember how you have
cared for us and comforted us by speaking your love into being. Trusting in our
faithfulness, we bring our attention to the world.

We pray for your church in all its many forms, that it may speak to the needs of
all the diverse people of the world.

We pray for the world, that all might experience your love made flesh through
justice and peace.

We pray for those who suffer, that our care for them may be a new incarnation.
We pray for your creation; make us healers of your earth.

We commend into your hands those who have died and pray for those who
now journey toward death that they may rest in your love.

One with Christ and sealed in the Holy Spirit, we praise and glorify your name,
Loving God, now and always. Amen.

[please stand as you are able]
HYMN CAROL: “Go Tell It on the Mountain”
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[please be seated]

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION — Lois Dimos

Giving God, you have established us as your children, siblings together in Christ.
Empower us to be faithful in our actions as we labor to establish your kin-dom here
on earth. Amen.

SCRIPTURE — Lois Dimos

John 1:1-18

'In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. ?He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him,
and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being #in him
was life, and the life was the light of all people. °® The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness did not overtake it.

® There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness
to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the
light, but he came to testify to the light. ® The true light, which enlightens everyone,
was coming into the world.

9He was in the world, and the world came into being through him, yet the world
did not know him. "' He came to what was his own, and his own people did not
accept him. '2But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave
power to become children of God, '®who were born, not of blood or of the will of
the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory,
the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. > (John testified to him
and cried out, “This was he of whom | said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead
of me because he was before me.’ ”) ' From his fullness we have all received,
grace upon grace. " The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth
came through Jesus Christ. '® No one has ever seen God. It is the only Son,
himself God, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.

MESSAGE: “The Way” — Rev. Johan Dodge
QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION — Rev. Johan Dodge

The law came through Moses but grace and truth came through Jesus. How has
your faith been trapped by the law and kept you from following the way of Jesus?
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REFLECTION: “Total Praise” — John Fluker, pianist

GOD’S TABLE | HOLY COMMUNION | THE EUCHARIST:

We offer both white and red grape juice. If you are afraid of spilling red
grape juice, a limited number of cups with white grape juice are provided.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION — Rev. Johan Dodge

Here at Community Church, we celebrate “Open Communion.” Anyone who
wishes to commune may come to God’s Table. You do not have to be
sinless; God forgives you. You do not have to be perfect; God encourages
you to grow. You need not belong to any church; God invites all people to
this meal. It is enough to love and follow God with all your heart. This is what
God asks us to do. Come to God’s Table in faith this day. Go from this place
to live, and never be the same again. Let us commune as siblings in Christ.

God be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to our God.

Let us give thanks to the Source of Love.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

[Ushers, please come forward and distribute the elements]

Great God of the Coming Dawn, in each new day you surprise the earth with
splendor. Your Spirit moves across the face of the waters and brings forth
life. At the dawn of all things in a garden you worked the earth, elbow deep
in mud you fashioned us, gifted us, and gave us work to do.

Made from the earth, made by your hand, we forgot who we were. We forgot
who you were and we tried to remake ourselves. We rejected your love and
fell into selfishness. Yet even in our darkness, you continued to speak your
vision of light and life. When we were slaves in a foreign land, you brought
us out of our oppression, led us through the waters, and washed us up on
the shores of a new life as a chosen people.

And you spoke of a day to come when you would come once more to save.
And so, we who live on the edge of this land look across the waters to the
horizon. We come to live on the edge of your new and promised day, and
we raise our voices with all the saints as we proclaim ...
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Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly God, Source of Light and Love,
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Blessed are you, and blessed in your Son Jesus the Christ, whose coming
was announced by wilderness prophets. In Jesus, you not only took our
name but our flesh. He announced the new day and the acceptable year
when blind folks would see, and poor folks would rejoice — when captives
would be set free, and the oppressed would once more walk upright in
liberty. In stories, he spoke of waiting bridesmaids and prodigal sons. With
tears and compassion, he brought a dead man to life and gave a woman at
a well the living water she sought. With anger he overturned tables and
challenged the powerful. On the cross he revealed the power of weakness,
and in the emptiness of the tomb he gave us a glimpse of your tomorrow
that does not end in death.

On the night when he was betrayed, he sat at a table with his friends. He
took bread, blessed it, broke it, gave it to his followers and said: “Do this in
remembrance of me.”

In the same way he took the cup, blessed it, served it to his followers, and
said, “Drink from this every one of you. This is my blood poured out for you
and for many for the forgiveness of sin. Do this to remember me.”

And so we remember. And so we offer our praise and thanks, and our very
lives as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as
we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Repeat after Cantor:
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Christ was born, Christ is liv - ing,_ Christ is born a - gain.

So we call on you to send your Holy Spirit on us once more, and on these
gifts of bread and fruit of the vine. Let them be for us once more a reminder
that we are Christ’s body resurrected and alive in the world today. Make us
one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world,
until Christ comes again and we feast at his table.
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With all the saints who share your name and our flesh, we raise this song,
until we hear in fullness the harmony of heaven:

God of the Dawn, Christ of the new Day Coming, Spirit who is Ever Present,
we recommit ourselves to your way this day. Amen.

THE SHARING OF THE BREAD:
Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all
partake of the one loaf.

THE SHARING OF THE CUP:
The bread which we have eaten is a sharing in the bread of Christ. The cup
over which we give thanks is the sharing in the cup of Christ.

UNISON PRAYER:

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you
have given yourself to us. Grant that we may go into the world in the
strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for others, in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING — Lois Dimos

From God’s generous heart we have all received grace upon grace.
Therefore let us give in gratitude for our lives and our inheritance as part of
the family of Christ.

[Ushers, please come forward]

OFFERTORY: “The Little Drummer Boy” — Dave Albulario, tenor

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING — Lois Dimos

Gathering God, you have brought us together from many backgrounds
and conditions to be this church together. Therefore, we praise you
with these offerings and gifts. Multiply them for your service, that they
might become your presence in the world. Amen.

[please stand as you are able]

p HYMN: “Let There Be Peace on Earth”
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BLESSING — Rev. Johan Dodge
God gathers us that we might live as a community of peace. Go in peace
and live lives of love before God and all people. And may the God who turns
our mourning into joy comfort you with the presence of the Holy Spirit and
lead you forth into the way of Love. Amen.
SENDING FORTH: “Blest Be the Tie that Binds”
(74 2 s s s e S T I N i
RONGY S I | ' | .8
S B B e S S B
Blest be__ the tie__ that binds Our hearts in  Chris - tian love: The
—~ ~
. 4 J . 4 o e Y .
: 2 o 2 s - . S—— !
ES% & =SS ST | =
e o e e e Y s et e e et e e e
y WY | | | | |
(GIESEE == ERsZ —tz:
% il | | | | =
fel - low - ship of kin - dred minds Is like to that a-bove. A - men.
N, o, e N, e YL h
e g s = g 2 2
= et

9



Music Team: Dave Albulario, Tenor / Music Dir. Jennifer Rudy, Soprano
Renée Albulario, Visiting Soprano Hannah Yi, Pianist
John Fluker, Pianist

Christmastide Doxology (“O, Tannenbaum”)  “Total Praise” “Blest Be the Tie That Binds” (Dennis SM)
Traditional German Carol, Words by Thomas Music by Richard Smallwood, Music by Johann G. Nageli, 1768-1836
Ken; adapt. Dale A. Schoening who just passed away on December 30, 2025  Words by John Fawcett, 1740-1817

Arr. by Lowell Mason, 1792-1872
“All Glory Be to Christ” “The Little Drummer Boy” IT. Dy Low

Traditional Scottish Melody AULD LANG SYNE, Music & Words by Katherine Kennicott Davis, sy ysic herein transcribed & adapted by
Words by Dustin Kensrue; Arrangement by Pentatonix, transcribed by D. Albulario for Leisure World Community

Add’l words by David Albulario ABChords321, Adapted by David Albulario Church, Seal Beach. California.
» - “Let There Be Peace on Earth”

Go Tell It on the Mountain Music & Words by Sy Miller & Jill Jackson LEISURE WORLD COMMUNITY CHURCH
Afrlcan Amerlcan Spiritual © 1955, 1983; Arr. Copyright © 1991 by Jan 14000 Church PI, Seal Beach, CA 90740
first published by John Wesley Work, Jr. Lee Music, Beverly Hills, California 562-431-2503 /// CCLI License No. 187225

PRAYER REQUESTS

Gerri Seaton — Gerri had a fall on December 215, but she is recovering well in her home at
Rowntree Gardens. Prayers for speedy healing, that she might be back to her regular
routine soon. Our Prayer Shawl Ministry is preparing a shawl for Gerri.

NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS:

FLOWERS and FELLOWSHIP: Today’s # flowers and Fellowship @ refreshments
are provided by Phyllis Spencer. See the sign-up charts to provide refreshments or
cover the cost of altar flowers for future services. Altar flowers are $35. See Sandy
Walker to coordinate the arrangements.

COFFEE WITH PASTOR: = On Thursday, January 8" at 10 AM, “Coffee with
Pastor” resumes! Join Pastor Johan and other members of our congregation for a
relaxed time to discuss any questions you may have, current events, or just to get
something off your chest. Come share coffee & conversation.

Nancy Westcott and our Prayer Shawl Ministry
continue to bless members of our community who are in need of prayer with our
beautiful and comforting Prayer Shawls. Watch this space for more news as we
embrace our friends with prayer and warmth in the coming months.

MONTHLY GIVING ENVELOPES: Please pick up your set of 12 Monthly Giving
Envelopes on the table in the narthex. Thank you in advance for your contributions.

RECENT LWCC WORSHIP ATTENDANCE:
December 7"": 35 | December 14": 38 | December 215: 40 | December 28": 36
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Notes from the Service

My Prayers this week:




Prayer Journal

Use this prayer in your time with God each day.

Household Prayer: Morning

God who gives birth to the new heaven and the new earth,

midwife in me your love made flesh for others as | follow
your way today. Amen.

Household Prayer: Evening

Abba God, as | review my day and all | have done — or not
done — lavish me once again with your grace, that | may
rest in the inheritance revealed in Jesus, trusting this
evening in the renewing power of your love. Amen.




