
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14000 Church Place Sunday Service: 9:50 AM 
Seal Beach, CA  90740-5307 562-431-2503 

 

December 1, 2024 
4th Sunday of Extended Advent 

 

 
OPENING ANNOUNCEMENTS — Rev. Johan Dodge 

Good Morning and Welcome to Worship! Worship is often the first place that 
new people come into contact with this growing community of faith. And so, 
if you are joining us for the first time, I say to you what is said every Sunday: 
You are welcome here. Here is a place where all are welcome. For such is 
the love of God for God’s Very Good Creation.  
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ADVENT 4: Root of Jesse— Virginia Olejnik 
“Lord God the Almighty! Just and true are your ways, King of the nations! 
Lord, who will not fear and glorify your name? For you alone are holy. 
All nations will come and worship before you, for your judgments have been 
revealed.” – Revelation 15:3b-4 
 
ALL: God of power and love, you raised Jesus from death to life, 
resplendent in glory to rule over all creation. Free the world to rejoice 
in his peace, to glory in his justice, and to live in his love. Unite all 
humankind in Jesus Christ your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, One God, forever and ever. Amen. 
  – Book of Common Worship 
 
As our nights grow longer and our days grow short, we look on these earthly 
signs — light and green branches — and remember God’s promise to our 
world: Christ, our Light and our Hope, will come.  
 
Listen to the words of Isaiah the prophet: 
“A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow 
out of his roots. The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of counsel 
and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight shall 
be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide 
by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and 
decide with equity for the meek of the earth … The wolf shall live with the 
lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the 
fatling together, and a little child shall lead them … They will not hurt or 
destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of 
the Lord as the waters cover the sea.” – Isaiah 11:1-9 
 

[As the candle is lit, all stand as you are able and sing:] 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP: Doxology for Advent (“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”) 
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Doxology for Advent

VENI EMMANUEL
15th Century French

Text and tune adapted by Dean McIntyre, The United Methodist General Board of Discipleship, PO Box 340003,
Nashville TN 37203-0003. Telephone 615-340-7073. Website http://www.umcworship.org. 

Email address: music@gbod.org. Text and tune are public domain.

Words by THOMAS KEN
Text and Tune adapted by Dean McIntyre

Transcribed and Adapted by David Albulario, for Leisure World Community Church, Seal Beach, California
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Liturgist — Virginia Olejnik 
Let us pray … 
 
ALL: Almighty God, you brought forth a royal branch from the ancient 
stock of Jesse’s line: Grant that we who have been grafted into this 
heritage may bear fruit worthy of Jesus Christ; who with you and the 
Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
HYMN: “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 
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[please be seated] 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION — Rev. Johan Dodge 
 

[A time of silence is kept after each petition.] 
 
Merciful God, you call us to goodness and lead us on right paths. You 
encourage us with signs of your coming and urge us to keep watch, that we 
might greet you with heads raised high when you come to restore all of 
creation. We pray for this world that needs your creative love and restoration. 
 

For all who suffer from violence, in the streets or in their homes. 
 
For all who live in worry or fear. 
 
For those who have forgotten the ways of Loving kindness. 
 
For those who have never been witness to your amazing love. 
 
For all those who have lost hope, or never had it at all.  
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What Child Is This?
Music & Lyrics Adapted by David Albulario, for Leisure World Community Church, Seal Beach, California

Traditional English Folk Song
GREENSLEEVES

Based on Harmony by John Stainer

Original Words by
WILLIAM CHATTERTON DIX

1.
2.
3.

We pray, too, for your church in the world, that we may increase in ardor for 
you and your creation, and work in confidence to build the kin-dom amidst 
the kingdoms.  
 
Now by the power of your Holy Spirit, make us ever more faithful, that we 
may greet you in the faces of those most in need even as we seek to find 
your face in one another. Amen.   
 

[please stand as you are able] 
 
HYMN: “What Child Is This?” 
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What Child Is This?
Music & Lyrics Adapted by David Albulario, for Leisure World Community Church, Seal Beach, California

Traditional English Folk Song
GREENSLEEVES

Based on Harmony by John Stainer

Original Words by
WILLIAM CHATTERTON DIX

1.
2.
3.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[please be seated] 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION — Virginia Olejnik 

God, the source of all love, wisdom, peace, and joy —  by the power of your 
Holy Spirit, lead us in your truth and teach us to do your will; for the sake of 
the kin-dom that seeks to be born around us. Amen. 

 
SCRIPTURE — Virginia Olejnik 

Psalm 25:1-10 
1To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
2O my God, in you I trust; do not let me be put to shame; do not let my 
enemies exult over me. 
3Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame; let them be ashamed 
who are wantonly treacherous. 
4Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me your paths. 
5Lead me in your truth, and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; 
for you I wait all day long. 
6Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your steadfast love, for they have 
been from of old. 
7Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to 
your steadfast love remember me, for your goodness’ sake, O Lord! 
8Good and upright is the Lord; therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 
9He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble his way. 
10All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness, for those who 
keep his covenant and his decrees. 
 
Luke 21:25-36 
25“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth 
distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 
26People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the 
world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27Then they will see ‘the 
Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. 28Now when 
these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because 
your redemption is drawing near.” 
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29Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30as 
soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that 
summer is already near. 31So also, when you see these things taking place, 
you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly I tell you, this generation 
will not pass away until all things have taken place. 33Heaven and earth will 
pass away, but my words will not pass away. 34“Be on guard so that your 
hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the 
worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, 35like a trap. For it 
will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. 36Be alert at all 
times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that 
will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 

 
MESSAGE: “New Is Messy – Do It Anyway” — Rev. Johan Dodge 
 
QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION — Rev. Johan Dodge 

Even in the midst of trouble and turmoil of our kingdoms, God calls us into 
the kin-dom here on earth. How have you found ways to be the kin-dom of 
God’s love to your neighbors? How do you reveal the love of God to those 
most in need? Where do you have needs that are unmet?  Do you have the 
courage to ask for assistance? 

 
REFLECTION: “Christmas Time Is Here” — John Fluker, pianist 
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER | HOLY COMMUNION | THE EUCHARIST: 

We offer both white and red grape juice.  If you are afraid of spilling red 
grape juice, a limited number of cups with white grape juice are provided.   
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION — Rev. Johan Dodge 
Here at Community Church, we celebrate “Open Communion.” Anyone who 
wishes to commune may come to God’s Table. You do not have to be 
sinless; God forgives you. You do not have to be perfect; God encourages 
you to grow. You need not belong to any church; God invites all people to 
this meal. It is enough to love and follow God with all your heart. This is what 
God asks us to do. Come to God’s Table in faith this day. Go from this place 
to live, and never be the same again. Let us commune as siblings in Christ. 
 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

[Ushers, please come forward and distribute the elements] 



 

 8 

 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks 
to you, Lord God Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
You created for yourself a world filled with diversity and blessed by your 
breath of life. Rainbow colors bloom in spring, summer breezes bring garden 
delight, and now as autumn comes our way, we see the work of your 
paintbrush upon every face and tree. In mercy, while we still held to the 
chains of our winter, of pride, self-righteousness, and historic egos you loved 
us steadfastly and delivered us as babes to reflect the beauty and diversity 
of your grace, to bring us into a community of love, hope, and peace. 
 
And so, with all your people on earth in every place where two or more are 
gathered in your name and all the company of heaven who have gone 
before us, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. Your Spirit anointed him 
to preach good news to the poor, to proclaim release to the captives, and 
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 
and to announce that the time had come when you would save your people. 
 
He healed the sick, fed the hungry, and ate with sinners. By the baptism of 
his suffering, death, and resurrection you gave birth to your church,  
delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and made with us a new 
covenant by water and the Spirit. 
 
He prayed that we might be one, as he is one with you, and he asked that 
we might be known by the love we have for one another. 
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MASS OF CREATION
Transcribed and Adapted by David Albulario, for Leisure World Community Church, Seal Beach, California
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On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks 
to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: “Take, eat; this is 
my body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 
When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to 
his disciples, and said: “Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the 
new covenant, poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer 
ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union 
with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
 
 
 
 
 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread 
and fruit of the vine. Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ that 
we, together as a new creation and a new community around the globe may 
be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood. 
 
By your Spirit help the body of Christ be one. Help the left hand and the right 
hand work as one in ministry to all the world. Help the eyes and the ears 
sense your present and coming kingdom. Bring the blessing of the diversity 
of the body to bear fruit until Christ comes in final victory and we feast at his 
heavenly banquet. 
 
Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy church, all 
honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF THE BREAD: 
Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all 
partake of the one loaf. 
 
THE SHARING OF THE CUP: 
The bread which we have eaten is a sharing in the bread of Christ. The cup 
over which we give thanks is the sharing in the cup of Christ. 
 
UNISON PRAYER: 
Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you 
have given yourself to us. Grant that we may go into the world in the 
strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for others, in the name of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

     
Christ has died,

Repeat after Cantor:     
Christ is ri sen,

   
Christ will come a


gain.--



Christ Has Died, Christ Is Risen
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MARTY HAUGEN

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION - MASS OF CREATION
Transcribed and Adapted by David Albulario, for Leisure World Community Church, Seal Beach, California
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INVITATION TO THE OFFERING — Virginia Olejnik 

Trusting in the sure promises of Christ, and grateful for the Spirit’s sustaining 
power, let us bring our tithes and offerings to God. Amen. 

 
[Ushers, please come forward] 

 
OFFERTORY: “The Little Drummer Boy” — Dave Albulario, tenor 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING — Virginia Olejnik 

God of loving Kindness, you have saved us from the worst the world 
can do and have redeemed the whole of creation. In love and hope we 
offer our gifts of money and self, that we may be part of what you are 
doing in the world even now, as we build the kin-dom of God here on 
earth. Amen. 

 
 

[please stand as you are able]  
 
 
HYMN: “Let There Be Peace on Earth” 
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Let There Be Peace on Earth

Music & Words by
SY MILLER and JILL JACKSON

Transcribed for Leisure World Community Church by David Albulario
with hope for peace and refuge for the people of Ukraine, the Middle East, and for all the World
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BLESSING — Rev. Johan Dodge 
Go in peace, live in love, and seek to be holy in all that you do. May the God 
of mercy keep you, the Holy Spirit cheer you, and the living Jesus greet you, 
now and in all the days ahead. Amen. 

 
SENDING FORTH: “Blest Be the Tie that Binds” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music Team: Dave Albulario, Tenor / Music Dir. Jennifer Scoullar, Soprano 
 John Fluker, Pianist Hannah Yi, Pianist 
 

 

Doxology for Advent (Veni, Immanuel) 
15th Century French Hymn, Words by 
Thomas Ken, Text and Tune adapted by 
Dean McIntyre 
 
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 
Music by Felix Mendelssohn, adapted by 
William H. Cummings, Words by Charles 
Wesley. Source: ChristmasCarolMusic.org 
 
“What Child Is This?” 
Traditional English Hymn Carol 
GREENSLEEVES, harmony by John Stainer, 
Words by William Chatterton Dix 

 

“Christmas Time Is Here” 
By Vince Guaraldi and Lee Mendelson 
Piano Arrangement by John Fluker 
 
“The Little Drummer Boy” 
Music and Words by Katherine Kennicott Davis,  
Arrangement by Pentatonix, transcribed by 
ABChords321, Adapted by David Albulario 
 
"Let There Be Peace on Earth" 
Music & Words by Sy Miller & Jill Jackson 
© 1955, 1983; Arr. Copyright © 1991 by Jan 
Lee Music, Beverly Hills, California 

 

"Blest Be the Tie That Binds" (Dennis SM) 
Music by Johann G. Nägeli, 1768-1836 
Words by John Fawcett, 1740-1817 
Arr. by Lowell Mason, 1792-1872 
 
All music herein transcribed & adapted by 
D. Albulario for Leisure World Community 
Church, Seal Beach. California. 
 

LEISURE WORLD COMMUNITY CHURCH 
14000 Church Pl, Seal Beach, CA 90740 

562-431-2503 
CCLI License No. 187225
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PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

new Nancy Westcott – Nancy had a fall last weekend, suffered a broken nose, some 
 scrapes and bruises, and had to have some stitches. Thankfully, her injuries are minor, 
 and she is in good spirits, recovering at home. Her kids are taking turns caring for her 
 while she heals. Prayers for a speedy healthy recovery. 
 

 
NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
 
FLOWERS and FELLOWSHIP: Flowers and Fellowship Refreshments are 
provided today, in loving memory of Joanna Matos. See the sign-up charts to 
provide refreshments or cover the cost of altar flowers for future services. Altar 
flowers are $35. Sandy Walker coordinates arrangements. 
 
POINSETTIAS: Please pick up a special Holiday Flower Order envelope from the 
check in table in the narthex if you are interested in purchasing a poinsettia in 
honor or memory of a loved one. Please fill out the form stapled to the envelope, 
insert a $15 check or cash and drop it in the offering plate. Purchased poinsettias 
may be picked up after Christmas Eve worship service. The poinsettias will adorn 
the Sanctuary altar for December 24th service. 
 
COFFEE WITH THE PASTOR: Resuming this Thursday, Dec 5th at 10 AM, you 
are invited to join Pastor Johan for a weekly time of fellowship and check-in over 
coffee, and perhaps a little conversation around the book cultivating 
Christlikeness: loving as Jesus loved. 
 
YOUR HELP IS REQUESTED: In preparation for the Christmas Bazaar, on 
December 7th, see below for opportunities to serve. Please sign up on the sheet in 
the narthex or Edgar Hall, or you may contact Sandy Walker or Virginia Olejnik. 
 

 • Bake cookies or treats to be sold at bake sale 
 

 • Help at the event: set up - work a station - clean up 
 

 • Loan a Nativity set for display (not sell) at the event. Bring in by 
      Dec 2nd for Patty Jo to set up the Nativity display in the narthex. 
 

 • Pricing items for the Bazaar: Join Patty Jo in the Fireside Room, 
      Mon-Thur, 10 AM – 12 noon. 
 
ANNUAL CHARGE CONFERENCE: On Saturday, December 14th, at 2:00 PM, 
the annual all-church conference is scheduled in person in Edgar Fellowship Hall. 
Everyone is invited to attend.  
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Notes from the Service

GPS

My Prayers this week: 
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 Prayer Journal
Use these prayers in your time with God each day.

Household Prayer: Morning 

Thank you for this new day to sing your praise and work to bring 
about your kin-dom. By your Spirit, let me abound in love for you 
and your children, that in living and loving I may point to your kin-
dom here on earth. In the name of Jesus I pray. Amen. 

Household Prayer: Midday

Holy One, you have promised me that you will walk with me in the 
midst of the work of transforming this world from the kingdoms 
of men into your kin-dom. Keep me empowered in love and ever-
present to see your face in those in need around me. Amen. 

Household Prayer: Evening 

Thank you for your love and the opportunity to be your hands and 
feet sharing your love with the world amidst the turmoil around 
us. Bless all those whom I met today, and strengthen their hope 
in your power and grace. Now as I close my eyes, I relinquish all 
anxieties and fears, trusting in your providence and love. Amen. 


