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Leisure World

Community Church

Lighting A pathway into community

Sending the Hope and Joy of Jesus into Leisure World
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Our Vlsion To Be the Lantern to Leisure World
14000 Church Place 9:50 am
August 27, 2023
Seal Beach, CA 90740-5307 (562) 431-2503

Opening Announcements — Rev. Johan Dodge
Good Morning and Welcome to Worship!
Worship is often the first place that new people come into contact
with this growing community of faith. And so if you are joining us for
the first time, | say to you what is said every Sunday. You are
welcome here. Here is a place where all are welcome. For such is
the love of God for God’s Very Good Creation.

[please stand as you are able]
CALL TO WORSHIP - “Doxology”

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY: — Marylee Thomsen

Gracious God, though you are known by many names and depicted in
many ways, we know you most fully in Jesus Christ, our Messiah,
your Son. We thank you for forming us into the church, the body of
Christ in the world. Help us to live as he taught us: loving you, loving
neighbor, unified in Christ, using our varied gifts and skills in the
service of ministry, until all things are transformed into what is good
and acceptable and perfect. In Christ’s name, we ask it. Amen.

Hymn: “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”
[please be seated]




PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION — Rev. Johan Dodge

Steadfast God, your love and faithfulness are with us always.
We give thanks that with you there is no end to our hope.

By your power, all exiles will come to an end; all things will be
restored.

Therefore we pray with confidence to you who are above all
things, knowing that you take notice of those who are bent low;
that your strong arm takes hold of those who are in the midst of
trouble.

Loving God, you promise comfort to the one in sorrow and help to the
one in trouble.

Lift us all up so we can see your salvation. Help us and help the
nations to learn your justice and to practice it. Silence the
deafening drumbeat of war so we may learn a song of
thanksgiving. Before the world wears out like a garment, before
we turn your Eden into a waste place, correct our habits. We
desire to be better caretakers of the garden of the Lord.

We thank you for the gift of the church and for the varied gifts and
perspectives you place among us.

Help us to welcome the diversity of your design in ways that
enlarge our witness in the world. We thank you especially for
Jesus Christ, who has called us to be his body in the world, and
we pray all things in his name. Amen.

Anthem: “Make Me A Channel of Your Peace” Music Team

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION — Marylee Thomsen

Lord our God, your name and your word are exalted above
everything. We are listening for your word; we are looking for your
light. By the power of the Holy Spirit, renew our minds and hearts so
we may discern your will and respond in faith. We pray in the name of
your Son, our Savior. Amen.

SCRIPTURE : Marylee Thomsen

Romans 12:1-8
'| appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of
God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable



to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed to this
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you
may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable
and perfect. 3For by the grace given to me | say to everyone among
you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to
think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that
God has assigned. *For as in one body we have many members, and
not all the members have the same function, ®>so we, who are many,
are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of
another. ®We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us:
prophecy, in proportion to faith; “ministry, in ministering; the teacher,
in teaching; 8the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the
leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.

Matthew 16:13-20

3 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he
asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”
“And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and
still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” ®He said to them, “But
who do you say that | am?” '°Simon Peter answered, “You are the
Messiah, the Son of the living God.” ""And Jesus answered him,
“Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not
revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. '®And | tell you, you
are Peter, and on this rock | will build my church, and the gates of
Hades will not prevail against it. '°I will give you the keys of the
kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”
20Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was
the Messiah.

Message: “Be Transformed!” Kelly Frankiewicz M.Div
Questions for Reflection: Kelly Frankiewicz M.Div

Who do you say that Jesus is?

How are you engaging your gifts and talents in support of God’s
purposes?

What time will you dedicate to renewing your mind in the Scriptures?

Reflection: “He Touched Me” John Fluker, pianist



INVITATION TO THE OFFERING - Marylee Thomsen

God has given us gifts to share: prophetic acts and acts of service,
teaching and leading, encouragement, diligence, and cheerfulness,
giving without strings attached. Freely, then, we open our hearts,
hands, and resources to a world in need.

[Ushers, please come forward]
Offertory: “What the World Needs Now Is Love” Lisa Margaroli, alto

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING: Marylee Thomsen

Gracious God, we thank you for the measure of faith you have given
to each of us. Increase in us generosity, compassion, and prophetic
courage so we may continue to be your body in and for the world.
With thanksgiving, we pray in the name of Christ. Amen.

[please stand as you able]
Hymn: “Amazing Grace”

BLESSING: Rev. Johan Dodge

Jesus asks each of us: Who do you say that | am? Answer his
question, this day and all your days, in every word you speak, with
every action you perform. May God who restores, Christ who calls,
and the Spirit who empowers bless you and increase your joy and
gladness as you offer your gifts according to the grace given you, as
a living sacrifice to God.

Blessed Be the Tie that Binds

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love. The
fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above. Amen.

*Music Team: Jennifer Scoullar, soprano; Lisa Margaroli, alto;
Dave Albulario, tenor; Chris Wade, baritone; John Fluker/Hannah Yi,
pianist



Notes and Announcements:

Coffee Fellowship: Altar Flowers are provided by Jon Sofian.
Refreshments are provided by Phyllis Spencer and Jon Sofian.

See the sign-up charts to provide refreshments or cover cost of altar
flowers. Altar flowers are $35. Sandy Walker coordinates
arrangements.

Upper Room: The September-October edition of the Upper Room
devotional is available this morning and in the church office.

September Lantern Newsletter: The September Lantern is
available for pick up before Sunday Worship on Sept. 27 if you do
not receive your copy by mail or email.

Worship CD’s: Our very own talented musician, John Fluker, has
several Piano instrumental CDs for sale ($10/each) including
“Hymns of Peace” and “The Sound of Peace” (NAR Best New Artist
Award). John also has CDs which feature his vocals including “J is
For Joy” (Christmas CD). Please see John after Worship on August
27" for details

PRAYER REQUESTS

FOR PERSEVERANCE:
new Peggy Coles — Released from the hospital on 8/18. Recovering at home.
Prayers for continued healing and strength.




