Leisure World

Community Church

Lighting A pathway into community
Growing Disciples in God’s Love
ine Sending the Hope and Joy of Jesus into Leisure World
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14000 Church Place 9:50 am
Seal Beach, CA 90740-5307 (562) 431-2503

Sixth Sunday of Easter — May 14, 2023

Opening Announcements — Rev. Johan Dodge
Good Morning and Welcome to Worship!
Worship is often the first place that new people come into contact
with this growing community of faith. And so if you are joining us for
the first time, | say to you what | say every Sunday. You are welcome
here. Here is a place where all are welcome. For such is the love of
God for God’'s Very Good Creation.

[please stand as you are able]
CALL TO WORSHIP - “Doxology”

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY - Kelly Frankiewicz M.Div

Almighty God, in Christ you have shown us the way, revealed to us
your truth, and offered to us everlasting life. Keep our eyes upon him,
that we may see your path more clearly, know your truth more fully,
and receive your life more abundantly; through Christ who dwells with
you and the Holy Spirit in eternal glory. Amen.

Hymn: “Love Divine, All Love’s Excelling”
[please be seated]



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION — Rev. Johan Dodge

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us give thanks to God who listens and gives heed to our prayers.
We praise and we bless you, our true and loving God.

We pray for all who search for you: may they find their way in you.
Bless us with lips that sing your praise and lives that tell the stories of
all that you have done for us. Open our eyes to find you among us as
we share your love with others.

Lord in your mercy, receive our prayer.

We pray for all who are oppressed by governments or institutions: for
those whose voices are not heard or believed, those with no one on
their side. Bless us with a joy for justice and the strength to persevere
as we work toward your coming realm.

Lord in your mercy, receive our prayer.

We pray for all who hunger, and those who worry each day how they
will care for their families. Bless us all with meaningful work and fill us
with good things, as we love and care for each other and find our
sustenance in you.

Lord in your mercy, receive our prayer.

We pray for all who suffer the violence and scars of war, for all |
soldiers and their families, and all who live and serve in war-torn
places. Give them courage in the face of fear; in times of trouble, do
not let their feet slip. Bless us with your vision of peace, for you have
made us one family by giving life and breath to all.

Lord in your mercy, receive our prayer.

We remember before you all who have died, and pray for all who will
die today, that they may know your peace. Bless us with the gift of
faith, that we may know you and love you, and enjoy life eternal
shared with you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Anthem: “All Creatures of Our God Most High” Music Team



PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION - Kelly Frankiewicz M.Div

Come Holy Spirit and open our hearts and minds this day, entice
us with your presence. Spark in us your Word of life and give us
a message that we may share with others as we seek to live
Christ’s love in the world. All this we ask in the name of God,
who creates, redeems, and sustains us. Amen.

SCRIPTURE : Kelly Frankiewicz M.Div

Acts 17:22-31

22Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, |
see how extremely religious you are in every way. 2%For as | went
through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, |
found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’
What therefore you worship as unknown, this | proclaim to you. ?*The
God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of
heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands,
25nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything,
since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things.
26From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth,
and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the
places where they would live, ?’so that they would search for God
and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far
from each one of us. 2For ‘In him we live and move and have our
being’; as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we too are
his offspring.’ 2°Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think
that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the
art and imagination of mortals. **While God has overlooked the times
of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to
repent, 3'because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world
judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of
this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”

1 Peter 3:13-22

BNow who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? "But
even if you do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not
fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, "*but in your hearts
sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to
anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in
you;



16yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience
clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your
good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. '"For it is better to suffer
for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for
doing evil.

8For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the
unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the
flesh, but made alive in the spirit, '%in which also he went and made a
proclamation to the spirits in prison, 2®who in former times did not
obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the
building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved
through water.

21And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a
removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good
conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 2who has gone
into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities,
and powers made subject to him.

John 14:15-21

15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. '®And | will ask
the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you
forever. ""This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive,
because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because
he abides with you, and he will be in you.

18] will not leave you orphaned; | am coming to you. '°In a little while
the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because | live,
you also will live. 2°0On that day you will know that | am in my Father,
and you in me, and | in you. 2'They who have my commandments
and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be
loved by my Father, and | will love them and reveal myself to them.”

Message: “Do Not Fear What They Fear” Rev. Johan Dodge
Questions for Reflection: Rev. Johan Dodge

What story do you tell of the ways that God is blessing you? What
story does your faith. community tell of the ways in which God is
blessing them?

Reflection: “Mother Like Mine” Chris Wade, pianist



INVITATION TO THE OFFERING - Kelly Frankiewicz M.Div

God, the divine giver, gifts us with life and breath and all that is. In
gratitude, let us offer our gifts in return for the goodness and grace of
God in Christ.

[Ushers, please come forward]
Offertory: “Mama” Jennifer Scoullar, soprano

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING - Kelly Frankiewicz M.Div

O loving God, we give you thanks that you have placed in the hearts
of your faithful people the gift of generosity and the desire to keep
your commands. Bless these gifts and use them to reveal to all tribes,
nations, and peoples your love in Jesus Christ. Amen.

[please stand as you able]
Hymn: “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”

BLESSING: Rev. Johan Dodge

May God, who creates, redeems, and sustains, keep you steadfast in
faith, buoyant in hope, and abounding in love. Go in peace to serve
Christ, and always be eager to do what is good; and the blessing of
God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you
always.

Blessed Be the Tie that Binds

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love. The
fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above. Amen.

*Music Team: Jennifer Scoullar, soprano; Lisa Margaroli, alto;
Dave Albulario, tenor; Chris Wade, bass; John Fluker/Hannah Yi, pianist



Notes and Announcements:

Coffee Fellowship: Flowers are provided by Sandy Walker in
remembrance of one year since Ted’s passing on 5/17/22.
Refreshments are provided by the Fellowship Team.

See the sign-up charts to provide refreshments or cover cost of altar

flowers.
Altar flowers are $35. Sandy Walker coordinates arrangements.

Upper Room: Copies of the May-June “Upper Room” devotional
are available in the Narthex/Lobby and church office.

Mother’s Day Tea TODAY: immediately following Sunday Worship
in the Fellowship Hall. A formal tea service honoring the women in

our congregation, complete with finger sandwiches, fresh fruit, and

sweet treats will be served.

Drive Thru Food Drive: Thursday May 18 from 10am to noon. A
friendly Missions Team member will greet you at your car to offload
your donations or you may drop food off your nonperishable food
donations at the church office during the weeks leading up to the
event. Food will be picked up by the Long Beach Rescue Mission.




