
Second Sunday of Easter — April 16, 2023 
 

Opening Announcements — Rev. Johan Dodge 
Good Morning and Welcome to Worship!   
Worship is often the first place that new people come into contact with this growing 
community of faith.  And so if you are joining us for the first time, I say to you what I say 
every Sunday.  You are welcome here.  Here is a place where all are welcome.  For 
such is the love of God for God’s Very Good Creation.    

[please stand as you are able] 
CALL TO WORSHIP – “Doxology”  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

  
PRAYER OF THE DAY – Phyllis Spencer 

God of signs and wonders, you have revealed to us that Jesus Christ is your son and 
our Savior. Strengthen our faith, that we may have life in Christ’s name. Amen. 

Hymn: “Easter People, Raise Your Voices” 
[please be seated]   
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION — Rev. Johan Dodge 
[A time of silence follows each petition.] 

Resurrecting God, in a doubting world, keep us in faith that we may have life. We pray 
for the church universal. Breathe on us your Holy Spirit, that we may honor and pass 
on the great inheritance we have received.  

Keep us in faith that we may have life.  
  
We pray for Mother Earth, that we may touch her wounds with healing care and love.  
Keep us in faith that we may have life.  
  
We pray for the whole world, its nations, its leaders, and its people, that your wisdom 

and peace may prevail.  
Keep us in faith that we may have life.  
  
We pray for all those in need, the suffering, the oppressed, the ill, the dying, and all 

those who care for them.  
Keep us in faith that we may have life.  
  
We pray for ourselves, our families, and those we love.  
Keep us in faith that we may have life.  
  
Blessed are you, O God, who through Jesus Christ, crucified and risen, and in the 

community of the Holy Spirit, gives us an inheritance that is imperishable and unfading, 
now and forever. Amen. 

Anthem: “Dona Nobis Pacem” Music Team 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION – Phyllis Spencer 
Guiding God, send your Holy Spirit upon the reading of your Word that it may serve to 
show us the path of life and lead us into your presence where there is fullness of joy. 
Amen. 

SCRIPTURE :   Phyllis Spencer 

Acts 2:14a, 22-32 
14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of 
Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 
22“You that are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested 
to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among 
you, as you yourselves know— 23this man, handed over to you according to the definite 
plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside 



the law. 24But God raised him up, having freed him from death, because it was 
impossible for him to be held in its power. 25For David says concerning him, ‘I saw the 
Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; 26therefore 
my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; moreover my flesh will live in hope. 27For 
you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your Holy One experience corruption. 
28You have made known to me the ways of life; you will make me full of gladness with 
your presence.’ 29“Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David 
that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30Since he was a 
prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his 
descendants on his throne. 31Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the 
Messiah, saying, ‘He was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh experience 
corruption.’ 32This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses. 

1 Peter 1:3-9
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has 

given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead, 4and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept 
in heaven for you, 5who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a 
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  

6In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, 7so 
that the genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold that, though 
perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor 
when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8Although you have not seen him, you love him; and 
even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an 
indescribable and glorious joy, 9for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the 
salvation of your souls. 

John 20:19-31
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 

where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed 
them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 
21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I 
send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 
“Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if 
you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 24But Thomas (who was called the 
Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other 
disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the 
mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my 
hand in his side, I will not believe.”  



26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace 
be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. 
Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas 
answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed 
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 
come to believe.” 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, 
which are not written in this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to 
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you 
may have life in his name. 

Message: “The Season of Easter:  A Mission That Cannot Wait”   
Rev. Johan Dodge 

Questions for Reflection: Rev. Johan Dodge 

According to the gospel, Christ’s wounds were not erased by the resurrection. In fact, 
he invites Thomas and the other disciples to touch his wounds to bring the disciples 
back to faith. How might we in the church use our wounds to help others come to 
faith? 

Reflection: “Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley” Hannah Yi, pianist 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING – Phyllis Spencer 
Sisters and brothers, we have no good apart from God. Therefore let us keep God at 
the forefront of our minds and give generously from all that we have been given, that 
others may also receive from the fullness of God. 

 [Ushers, please come forward] 
Offertory: “Alleluia! Give the Glory”      David Albulario, tenor 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING – Phyllis Spencer 
Generous God, you are our portion and our cup. In you our hearts are glad, our souls 
rejoice, and our bodies rest. Bless and multiply our offerings and pledges that they may 
bring the joy of your presence more deeply into the world. Amen. 

 [please stand as you able] 
Hymn: “Let There Be Peace on Earth” 

BLESSING:  Rev. Johan Dodge 
May the God who loves and resurrects us give you a goodly portion of the Holy 
Spirit and new birth into a living hope. 



  
Blessed Be the Tie that Binds 

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love.  The fellowship of 
kindred minds is like to that above.  Amen. 
                                                                                                                       

*Music Team:  Jennifer Scoullar, soprano; Lisa Margaroli, alto;  
Dave Albulario, tenor; Chris Wade, bass; John Fluker/Hannah Yi, pianist  

 

Notes and Announcements:  

Coffee Fellowship:  Flowers and refreshments are provided by 
Sandy Cardot. 

See the sign-up charts to provide refreshments or cover cost of altar 
flowers. 
Altar flowers are $35.  Sandy Walker coordinates arrangements. 

Polly’s Pies Fundraiser:  The Missions Team is sponsoring a 
fundraiser at Polly’s Pies in Los Alamitos on Wednesday, April 26 
from noon to 4.  LWCC missions will receive 20% of proceeds.  
Please pick up a required flyer from the office or on Sunday 
mornings.  Invite your friends and neighbors and let’s fill the 
restaurant! 

Belmont Four Concert: Our talented Music Team has formed a 
new group that sings classic Rock N Roll.  The quartet will premiere 
at our church on Sunday, April 30 at 3:00 pm. It is sure to be a 
lively concert with familiar loved selections.  The concert is 
presented as a great opportunity to welcome all your friends and 
neighbors!  Suggested donation is $10 per person.


