Our Vision:
To Be the Lantern to Leisure World

Our Mission:
Lighting a pathway into Community.
Growing disciples in God’s Love.
Sending the Hope and Joy of Jesus into the Community.

Leisure World Community Church
in Worship February 5, 2023

14000 Church Place 9:50 am
Seal Beach, CA 90740-5307 (562) 431-2503

Opening Announcements — Rev. Johan Dodge
Good Morning and Welcome to Worship!
Worship is often the first place that new people come into contact
with this growing community of faith. And so if you are joining us for
the first time, | say to you what | say every Sunday. You are welcome
here. Here is a place where all are welcome. For such is the love of
God for God’'s Very Good Creation. And if you are enjoying this
worship experience, | invite you to give to God in support of this
growing faith community.

[please stand as you are able]

CALL TO WORSHIP - “Doxology”
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY - Kelly Frankiewicz

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not



into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Hymn: “Here | Am, Lord”
[please be seated]

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION — Rev. Johan Dodge
[A time of silence follows each petition.]

Almighty God, through the testimony of those who know your love
you have guided us to ask for what we need. Our Lord Jesus called
his disciples to live as a city on a hill and a lamp on a stand, that all
may see the glory of God.

We pray for the church, the community of disciples. Grant that
we, who claim the name of Christ, may shine as light into our
dark world.

Our brother Paul led the church, not by lofty words of human wisdom,
but by wisdom born of your Spirit.

We pray for those who serve the church; let our pastors,
teachers, and those who minister in the name of Christ forsake
worldly knowledge that perishes and be led by your truth.

Blessed are those who honor your commandments, O Lord.

We pray for our world, for the governments and for its leaders.
May all who rule honor justice and compassion and serve the
common good that the people may flourish.

You teach us to offer food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the
afflicted. .

We pray for the sick, the hungry, the poor, the homeless, and
those who are oppressed. Let your church minister to those in
distress and bear witness to your abiding compassion for all
who suffer.

To you, O God,

we pray, through Christ, with Christ, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, forever and ever.

Amen.

Anthem: “We Are the Light of the World” Music Team



PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION - Kelly Frankiewicz

Lord, open our understanding by the power of the Holy Spirit, that as
the Word is proclaimed we may receive holy wisdom to understand
the gifts you have bestowed on us. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

SCRIPTURE: Kelly Frankiewicz

Isaiah 58:1-12

' Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet!
Announce to my people their rebellion, to the house of Jacob their
sins. ?Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know my ways,
as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness and did not
forsake the ordinance of their God; they ask of me righteous
judgments, they delight to draw near to God.

3“Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but
you do not notice?” Look, you serve your own interest on your fast
day, and oppress all your workers. *Look, you fast only to quarrel and
to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today
will not make your voice heard on high. °Is such the fast that |
choose, a day to humble oneself? Is it to bow down the head like a
bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a
day acceptable to the Lord? °ls not this the fast that | choose: to
loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the
oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? “Is it not to share your
bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house;
when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from
your own Kin?

8Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall
spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the
Lord shall be your rear guard. °Then you shall call, and the Lord will
answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here | am. If you
remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the
speaking of evil, '%f you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the
needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness and
your gloom be like the noonday. '"The Lord will guide you continually,
and satisfy your needs in parched places, and make your bones
strong; and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water,
whose waters never fail. '?Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you
shall raise up the foundations of many generations; you shall be
called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in.



Matthew 5:13-20

13“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can
its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is
thrown out and trampled under foot. '*“You are the light of the world.
A city built on a hill cannot be hid. "*No one after lighting a lamp puts
it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to
all in the house. '®In the same way, let your light shine before others,
so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father
in heaven.

7“Do not think that | have come to abolish the law or the prophets; |
have come not to abolish but to fulfill. "8For truly | tell you, until
heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter,
will pass from the law until all is accomplished. *Therefore, whoever
breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others
to do the same, will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but
whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the
kingdom of heaven. ?°For | tell you, unless your righteousness
exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the
kingdom of heaven.

Message: “Lift Up Your Voice and Shine” Rev. Johan Dodge

Questions for Reflection: Rev. Johan Dodge

What does it mean to have the mind of Christ, and how do | live with
the mind of Christ in my daily activities? If | let my light shine, what
will others see in me? Will others see Jesus? Will they give glory to
God?

Reflection: “Light for a Dark World” Hannah Yi, pianist

THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION:

We are pleased to offer both white and red grape juice. If you are afraid of
spilling red grape juice, a limited number of cups with white grape juice are
provided.

Invitation to Communion - Pastor Johan Dodge

Here at Community Church we celebrate “Open Communion”.
Anyone who wishes to commune may come to our Lord’s Table. You
do not have to be sinless; God forgives you. You do not have to be



perfect; but God is encouraging you to grow. You need not belong to
this or any church; God Invites all people to this meal. It is enough to
love the Lord and follow Him with all your heart. This is what God
asks us to do. Come to our Lord’s Table in faith this day. Go from
this place to live, and never be the same again. Let us commune as
brothers and sisters in Christ.

Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them up to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and
everywhere to give thanks to you, Aimighty God, creator of heaven
and earth. Before the mountains were brought forth, or you had
formed the earth, from everlasting to everlasting, you alone are God.
You created light out of darkness and brought forth life on the earth.
You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath of life.
When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained
steadfast. You delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our
sovereign God, and spoke to us through your prophets. And so, with
your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:

People: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven
and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed
is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the
highest.

Pastor: Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ, in whom
you have revealed yourself, our light and our salvation. In his baptism
and in table fellowship Jesus took his place with sinners. Your Spirit
anointed him to preach good news to the poor, to proclaim release to
the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those
who are oppressed, and to announce that the time had come when
you would save your people. By the baptism of his suffering, death,



and resurrection you gave birth to this your Church, delivered us from
slavery to sin and death, and made with us a new covenant by water
and the Spirit.

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, Jesus took bread,
gave thanks to you O God, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples,
and said: “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.”

When the supper was over Jesus took the cup, gave thanks to you,
gave it to his disciples, and said: “Drink from this, all of you; this is my
blood of the new covenant, poured out for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance
of me.”

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living
sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the
mystery of faith.

People: Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

Pastor: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these
gifts of bread and fruit of the vine. Make them be for us the body and
blood of Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ,
redeemed by his blood. By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one
with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, until Christ
comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet. Through
your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all
honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever.

People: Amen.

[Ushers, please distribute the elements]

The Sharing of the Bread
Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we
all partake of the one loaf.

The Sharing of the Cup
The bread which we have eaten is a sharing in the bread of Christ.
The cup over which we give thanks is the sharing in the cup of Christ.



Unison Prayer

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which
you have given yourself to us. Grant that we may go into the
world in the strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for others,
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING - Kelly Frankiewicz

Like a spring whose waters never fail, God calls us to share what we
have received. Let us offer ourselves and our gifts to God.

[Ushers, please come forward]

Offertory: “Earth and All Stars” Jennifer Scoullar, soprano

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING - Kelly Frankiewicz

Loving God, we give thanks for all you have given to us and
praise you for your astounding goodness. Receive the
dedication of our hearts, minds, and bodies for the ministry of
your church. Bless our offering for the work of your kingdom,
and give us wisdom for the right use of all you have provided,
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

[please stand as you able]
Hymn: “Let There Be Peace on Earth”

BLESSING: Rev. Johan Dodge

Jesus said, let the light of God within you shine before others as your
good works that they may practice loving kindness in response to the
light and the love of God.

Blessed Be the Tie that Binds

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love. The
fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above. Amen.

*Music Team: Jennifer Scoullar, soprano; Lisa Margaroli, alfo;
Dave Albulario, tenor; Chris Wade, bass; Hannah Yi, pianist
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Notes and Announcements:

Coffee Fellowship is back on: Refreshments and flowers provided by
Sandy Walker.

See the sign up charts to provide refreshments or cover cost of altar flowers.
Altar flowers are $35. Sandy Walker coordinates arrangements.

Important Banking Notice: Our bank no longer accepts checks written to
“Community Church”. Checks now must be written to “Leisure World
Community Church” or “Leisure World CC”.

February Lantern Newsletter: If you did not receive your copy by mail or
email, please pick up your February Lantern at the sign in table in the
Narthex.

Building repairs/upgrade help: Our 60-year-old building is wearing out and
needs attention! Your assistance and support are requested. If you would like
to donate financially (separate from your pledge) toward the current roof
drain/repair bill of $6872, please use a green envelope and mark “Roof Repair”
on the envelope and memo line of your check .

Valentine’s Day Party: A celebration is scheduled for cancer survivors,
cancer patients, and their significant others. A free luncheon and party is
scheduled on February 14 at noon in the Fellowship Hall. RSVP required by
February 10. Contact Taylor White at 562-208-3358.

Souper Bowl Sunday: The Missions Team annual “Souper Bowl” event is
scheduled on Super Bowl Sunday, February 12. Please come to worship on
February 12 prepared with your cans/boxes of non-perishable food items to
deposit in the bin representing your favorite Super Bowl team; the Philadelphia
Eagles, or the Kansas City Chiefs.

**Note*** if you or a friend/neighbor could use some food items before they
are picked up by the food banks, the food will be placed on tables in the
Narthex on February 14 and 15. Please bring you own shopping bag.
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